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that economics, as Professor Robbins conceives it, does not claim
to be a science. It is a logical technique which stands in much
the same relation to realistic social studies as does Newtonian
mechanics to experimental physics. It may be hoped that those
who advance the analogy have examined how the principles of
dynamics emerged from problems suggested by the introduction
of artillery warfare and the technology of clock-maJdng in an
age when the determination of longitude at sea was a pivotal
issue in maritime undertakings. Science does not settle its tech-
nique of discourse in isolation from the process of discovery.
Men did not invent the calculus and then proceed to investigate
the laws of motion. They discovered the need for a new logical
technique in the process of discovering the laws of motion, and
declared that the pre-existing logic was faulty in the teeth of
derision from official logicians such as Berkeley.

Need we say more, if we b'ut recall the historic reflection of
Newton, prince of scientific logicians. Newton's first correct cal-
culations of the earth's gravitational pull on the moon remained
buried for a decade or more, because of what seemed to be a 10
per cent error due to a faulty figure for the moon's earth-distance
as then recorded. Hypothesis non jingo was the epitaph with which
they were laid aside. Whether the suggested similarity between
mechanics and economics is pertinent is a matter susceptible to
historical examination. This is somewhat unfortunate, because one
of the axioms of the London and Vienna school is that history
cannot teach them. Since history does not repeat itself, history
(they say) cannot become a science. Accordingly (we presume)
palaeontology is not a science, nor is petrology. Need we even
stop with physics, in which, as Professor Levy reminds us, no
experiment is ever repeated in exactly the same way?

We might have hoped that the substantial scholarship and
English empirical common sense of the Webbs would have pro-
duced a more healthy attitude to social research. If the Webbs
ever flattered themselves that they would find a following in the
universities, they failed to reckon with the Idol of Purity. The
special province of the Idol of Purity is to protect its worshippers